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ETA/Cuisenaire Instructions and Content

This document includes content that can be inserted into your Texas Algebra Readiness Grant application and supports ETA/Cuisenaire recommended algebra programs.  Use the text to support your narrative around the selection and implementation of ETA/Cuisenaire resources as effective algebra supplemental resources.
The table at the end of this file can be used to calculate expenditures for purchasing the recommended materials.   

All the text here should be inserted into Schedule #4B – Program Description: Project Management.  The headers listed here identify the various section of Schedule #4B.  The text is provided in 9 point Arial font (the smallest allowed in the grant proposal) and the text is brief in response to the space limitations of the application.  

Given that the application does not include a section for references, only a very few specific citations are provided here.  Please contact Dr. Sara Delano Moore, Director of Mathematics and Science, ETA/Cuisenaire (smoore@etacuisenaire.com) if you would like additional references to support these materials.  Dr. Moore, along with your local ETA/Cuisenaire Educational Consultant, can also provide any other support you need as you complete your grant application.  

Partnership/Involvement of Others
We are partnering with ETA/Cuisenaire for our research-based, TEKS-aligned supplemental resources for algebra readiness.  By purchasing our materials from a single provider, our materials are consistent with each other and our purchase is more cost-effective, including minimal duplication of resources. 
Curriculum Approach
We have selected a number of research-based, hands-on supplemental resources (all aligned to TEKS) for implementation of the key practice around Effective Supplemental Resources.  These materials (including VersaTiles, Hands-On Standards Deluxe Edition teacher resource volumes, and replacement units around algebra readiness and fractions (Works kits) are designed to work effectively together and provide highly engaging, problem-based instruction for middle grades students for algebra readiness.  We have selected a family of resources which focuses on the skills considered most important for algebra readiness (number sense, proportional reasoning) but which also allow teachers to provide targeted intervention to meet individual needs of students participating in the program.  Finally, we have selected these materials because they provide high-quality teacher support for instruction.  This will support our teachers and coaches as they develop greater confidence and competence with the mathematics content as well as these instructional practices.  
Curriculum Underlying Rationale/Research
Research on middle grades instruction suggests that fidelity to the middle school model of challenging, engaging, and exploratory curriculum; common planning time; and other instructional features leads to significantly improved student achievement. (Mertens & Anfara, 2006). Our work on this grant to implement these practices on our campus will lead to higher test scores and greater student success in Algebra I.  Furthermore, the federal guidelines for intervention in mathematics (Gersten, et al., 2009) provide research support for materials such as those identified here.  These guidelines include ongoing assessment (embedded in our selected programs), explicit & systematic instruction, focus on problem solving, use of visual representations and modeling, and inclusion of strategies increasing student motivation.  

Instruction Approach
As suggested in the discussion of curriculum approach, we have selected research-supported resources which will support teachers in improving instructional practices, increasing student engagement in learning mathematics, and support effective use of common planning time.  By using hands-on materials for concept development and skill practice, students are actively engaged in ongoing learning through a multi-sensory approach.  For students, complex concepts become attainable through modeling with manipulatives.  For teachers, these hands-on tasks allow fully developed lessons for use in common planning time discussion and samples of student work for analysis in work with coaches.  Interactive whiteboard tools and resource packs are available to support these instructional tools with appropriate technology.  
Instruction Underlying Rationale/Research
Both Sowell (1989) and Ruzic & O’Connell (2001) found that the long-term use of manipulatives has a positive effect on student achievement by allowing students to use concrete objects to observe, model, and internalize abstract concepts. Manipulatives not only allow students to construct their own cognitive models for abstract mathematical ideas and processes, it also provides a common language with which to communicate these models to the teacher and other students.  In addition to the ability of manipulatives to aid directly in the cognitive process, manipulatives have the additional advantage of engaging students and increasing both interest in and enjoyment of mathematics. Students who are presented with the opportunity to use manipulatives report that they are more interested in mathematics. And, long-term interest in mathematics translates to increased mathematical ability. (Sutton & Krueger, 2002)
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Schedule 4B - Program Description : Professional Development
ETA/Cuisenaire will provide at no charge 90 minute introductory workshops for teachers using materials purchased for this grant.  These workshops will show teachers the features and components of the program and allow an effective start to using the materials.  These workshops will include provision of TEKS correlations for all purchased products.  In addition, ETA/Cuisenaire will provide ongoing support via phone and email for coaches supporting teachers using these materials.  The initial workshops will be scheduled at a mutually convenient time during the summer or early in the school year.  

Schedule #4B – Program Description: Curriculum and Instruction
Major Curriculum & Instruction Activities


Planning/Implementation
Dates
Teacher Lesson Resources



Implementation

1 June 2009 - ongoing


Hands On Standards Deluxe Edition
 

Student Instructional Resources



Implementation

1 June 2009 - ongoing

Algeblocks 2nd Edition

AlgebraWorks Grade 6 and Algebra I Readiness

FractionWorks Middle School

Student Skill Practice Resources



Implementation

1 June 2009 - ongoing


VersaTiles grades 6 – 8


VersaTiles Algebra I Readiness

Budgeting
Use the table below to calculate the cost of supplemental resources for your grant.  There are two forms for the worksheet, one for whole class materials sets and one for small group instruction sets.  Enter the number of classrooms or small groups served at each grade in the appropriate columns and total the cost in the far right column.  Where a box is shaded, that resource is typically not used at that grade level.   ETA/Cuisenaire is holding 2009 pricing for materials purchased for this grant and will ship materials at no cost to the campus.  If the total cost of materials generated by this worksheet exceeds your available funds in the grant, please contact Dr. Sara Delano Moore, Director of Mathematics and Science, ETA/Cuisenaire (smoore@etacuisenaire.com) or your local ETA/Cuisenaire consultant to develop a custom kit which meets your needs.  

We can write a proposal for you!  Please contact your local ETA/Cuisenaire Educational Consultant to discuss these and other products and we’ll do a cost proposal for you.  
Small Group Configurations
	Supplemental Resource
	Unit Cost
	Grade 6 Classes
	Grade 7 Classes
	Grade 8 Classes
	Total Cost

	Hands-On Standards Deluxe Edition, grades 5-6 Intervention Kit (76173)
	$388.95
	
	
	
	$

	Hands-On Standards Deluxe Edition, grades 7-8 Intervention Kit (76174)
	$323.95
	
	
	
	$

	Algeblocks 2nd Edition Small Group kit (76978)
	$225.00
	
	
	
	$

	FractionWorks Middle School Small Group Kit (77466)
	$149.95


	
	
	
	$


	AlgebraWorks Grade 6 Small Group Kit (77461)
	$149.95
	
	
	
	$

	AlgebraWorks Algebra I Readiness Small Group kit (77462)
	$149.95
	
	
	
	$

	VersaTiles Lab, grade 6 (912006)
	$350.00
	
	
	
	$

	VersaTiles Lab, grade 7 (912007)
	$350.00
	

	
	
	$

	VersaTiles Lab, grade 8 (912008)
	$350.00
	
	
	
	$

	VersaTiles Algebra Readiness Lab (76996)
	$220.00
	
	
	
	$

	Total Investment
	
	
	
	
	$


90 minute implementation sessions are available from ETA/Cuisenaire.  Contact Sara Moore or your local educational consultant for more information.
Whole Class Configurations
	Supplemental Resource
	Unit Cost
	Grade 6 Classes
	Grade 7 Classes
	Grade 8 Classes
	Total Cost

	Hands-On Standards Deluxe Edition Classroom Kit w/Assessment Booklet – Grades 5-6 (46020)
	$1,060.00
	
	
	
	$

	Hands-On Standards Deluxe Edition Classroom Kit w/Assessment Booklet  - Grades 7-8 (76174)
	$885.00
	
	
	
	$

	Algeblocks 2nd Edition Deluxe Class Kit (76976)
	$425.00
	
	
	
	$

	FractionWorks Middle School Kit (46456)
	$425.00
	
	
	
	$

	AlgebraWorks Grade 6 Kit (42806)
	$375.00
	
	
	
	$

	AlgebraWorks Algebra I Readiness Kit (76219)
	$395.00
	
	
	
	$

	VersaTiles Lab, grade 6 (912006)
	$350.00
	
	
	
	$

	VersaTiles Lab, grade 7 (912007)
	$350.00
	
	
	
	$

	VersaTiles Lab, grade 8 (912008)
	$350.00
	
	
	
	$

	VersaTiles Algebra Readiness Lab (76996)
	$220.00
	
	
	
	$

	Total Investment
	
	
	
	
	$


90 minute implementation sessions are available from ETA/Cuisenaire.  Contact Sara Moore or your local educational consultant for more information.  
Please contact your local ETA/Cuisenaire educational consultant or our customer service department at 800-445-5985 with any questions and to review your order.
Texas Educational Consultant Team

Ginger Doss

Central Texas

800-445-5985 x3229

gdoss@etacuisenaire.com

Kathy Carter

North Texas

800-445-5985 x3228

kcarter@etacuisenaire.com

Majid Samadi

West Texas

800-445-5985 x3204

msamadi@etacuisenaire.com

Hope Chapa-Lucas

South Texas

800-445-5985 x3210

hchapalucas@etacuisenaire.com
Jim Simpson

Western Regional Vice President

800-445-5985 x3211

jsimpson@etacuisenaire.com

Sara Moore

Director of Mathematics & Science

800-445-5985 x3202

smoore@etacuisenaire.com
