


On Their Own

—

Can you describe a Fattern Block design so well that someone else can
build your design without seeing it?

* Build a barrier between you and your partner to hide your designs.

* Make a design using 3 Fattern Blocks. Make sure that the blocks lie flat and that
no blocks are on top of one another.

* Describe your design to your partner, Use words that will help your partner figure
out how to make the same desian,

* Your partner may ask you questions to get more information.
* When your partner is done, compare designs. If they are not alike, discuss why.
* Switch roles and repeat the activity. Use more than 3 blocks if you like.

* Continue to switch roles and repeat the activity. Think about how to improve your
directions and your questions each time.

The Bigger Picture
Thinking and Sharing

Ask children to talk about their experiences giving directions and recreating each
other's designs.

Use prompts such as these to promote class discussion:

+ Would you rather be the person who describes or the person who tries to figure out
the design? Tell why.

+ What was easy to describe about the designs?
What was difficult to describe? Why?
What kinds of questions were helpful to ask?

*

*

+ Were some of the descriptions unhelpful? Why?
+ Which words sometimes caused confusion? How so?

Writing
Have children work with a partner to make a Pattern Block design and to write a list of
directions that other children could follow to make the same design.
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