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• materials

• setup and routines

• suggested language learning activities

Alphabet Center

Definition
The Alphabet Center is an area of
the classroom containing an
assortment of material for children
to manipulate to learn more about
letter forms, letter names, and letter
sounds. Various activities and
games can be carried out at this
center to further reading and
writing skills.

Materials

Resources
• magazines, catalogs, phone book

• story cards

• picture dictionaries

• name tags

• photographs of classmates with labels

• mailboxes with children’s names

Writing Surfaces
• sand or salt trays

• magic slates

• chalk and chalkboards

• flannel board

• magnetic board

• a variety of surfaces—wax paper, tin foil, sandpaper

• cookie sheets

Alphabet Materials
• a variety of alphabet letters—wood, sponge, sandpaper, pasta,

felt, plastic, magnetic

• alphabet picture cards and books

• alphabet frieze

• alphabet posters

• alphabet puzzles

• alphabet stencils

• Jumbo Reading Rods® 



246 The Preschool Day

Tools
• clipboards

• pocket chart

• modeling materials

Setup and Routines
Consider the following recommendations:

• Gradually introduce children to the materials and activities,
modeling how to best use the manipulatives. Introduce each
material one at a time.

• Ensure that there is a variety of materials for the emerging
literacy levels represented in the class.

• Use only a few letters; then gradually add more letters. Begin
with letters that are found in children’s names.

• Talk about how to put the materials away. Allow time for
children to practice putting the materials away on their own.

• Display and organize the materials in clearly labeled containers.

Suggested Language Learning Activities
Children can

• use alphabet puzzles to gain familiarity with letter names,
letter shapes, and alphabetical order

• practice letter formation with sand trays, salt trays, modeling
material, and other writing materials

• play matching games by matching upper- and lowercase letters

• match alphabet letters with pictures of words beginning with
that letter

• use labeled photographs of classmates to spell names with
magnetic letters, foam letters, or Jumbo Reading Rods®

• play letter-sorting games by using sorting rules such as upper-
or lowercase letters, letters with or without sticks, letters that
are tall or short, and so on

• make their own ABC cards or books by writing letters on cards
and illustrating them with corresponding pictures

Remember:
I do it ➔ We do it ➔ You do it

A 
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Art/Painting Center

Definition
The Art Center is designed to
encourage children to use a variety
of materials of different shapes,
textures, and sizes in order to make
their own creations. Most of the
activities at this center are self-
directed, but some may be teacher-
directed. The materials from this
center can be used at other centers to promote oral language and
enrich dramatic-play experiences.

Materials

Construction Materials
• containers with lids for liquid glue

• glue sticks

• glue spreaders

• liquid glue

• ice cream sticks, toothpicks, straws

• cardboard containers (e.g., toothpaste boxes, cereal boxes)

• magazines

• paper plates and cups

• fabric

• yarn, string

• scissors (right- and left-handed)

• egg cartons, foam chips, doilies, sparkles, pipe cleaners

Modeling Materials
• play dough

• cookie cutters, rollers

• mats for use with modeling material

• clay

Painting Materials
• short brushes

• sponges for clean-up

• paint shirts or aprons

• paper (variety of textured paper, different shapes)

• other painting tools (e.g., spools, sponges, marbles, straws,
feathers, cotton swabs, toothbrushes, leaves, yarn, pine cones)

• drying rack

• containers for paint

• liquid and powdered paint of various colors



• liquid and powdered soap (change texture of paint)

• liquid starch

• finger paint

Drawing Materials
• a wide variety of paper (e.g., newsprint, tissue, construction,

wallpaper, foil)

• crayons, markers, pencils

• stickers

• cookie cutters

• stencils

• letter shapes

Setup and Routines
Consider the following recommendations:

• Locate this center near a sink for convenience in cleaning up
spills.

• Use a clear plastic mat beneath the paint easel or table if the
whole room is carpeted.

• Use paint brushes and containers of paint that are appropriate
for young children.

• Ensure that the materials are clearly labeled and properly
organized.

• Display materials at children’s level to encourage “reading”.

• Establish a routine to ensure that materials are properly used
and stored.

• Discuss with children ways to avoid wasting paper and other
materials

• Provide varied activities to encourage the use of materials for
language learning through the arts.

• Display paintings from famous artists for children to note
different styles and techniques.

• Encourage children to write their names on their papers.

Suggested Language Learning Activities
Children can

• mold materials into sculptures 

• make collages of various types to create a media product

• develop drawing abilities as a precursor to writing

• develop fine-motor skills in cutting, pasting, tracing, and so on

• experiment with mixing various media together 
(e.g., write words with a crayon and paint over them)

• make prints of various kinds (e.g., vegetable prints, alphabet
letter prints)

• make rubbings of the raised alphabet letters

• use labels to make signs and tags
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• illustrate dictated stories or self-made books

• talk about their paintings

• experiment with different variations of paint (e.g., shaving
cream and shakers filled with tempera paint) and discuss the
different results

• give titles to their artwork as artists do

• use alphabet letter sponges to paint letters and words

• use finger paints to form letters and write their names

• paint pictures in response to stories read aloud

• make cooperative paintings and murals

• paint illustrations to make a class Big Book

Block Center

Definition
The Block Center is an area large
enough for construction activities.
It includes blocks of various sizes
and shapes and other small
building items. There may also be
writing materials at this center for
children to make signs and labels.

Materials
• large, hollow wooden blocks

• multi-shaped floor blocks

• small table blocks

• sponge blocks

• waffle blocks

• signs, buildings

• play mats

• small toy cars, trucks, buses, and boats

• plastic animals, dinosaurs, and people

Setup and Routines
Consider the following recommendations:

• Use an open area for the blocks, one that is not in the path of
traffic.

• Consider carpeted areas to help reduce noise.

• Locate the blocks near the Dramatic Play Center to allow for
extensions in play.

• Store the blocks on low shelves in an organized manner with
appropriate labels on boxes or bins.

249The Preschool Day



250 The Preschool Day

• Store blocks in such a manner as to increase awareness of
mathematical characteristics such as size and shape.

• Establish that creations should be no taller than the builder.

• Establish a routine whereby children learn to put away large
items neatly.

• Uniformly establish a routine if children want to save
structures (e.g., have children write a note or take a
photograph of the structure).

Suggested Language Learning Activities
Children can

• “read” the labels used to organize each type of block (e.g.,
large blocks, small blocks)

• use the blocks to make literacy-related centers such as a post
office or bookstore

• engage in dramatic play of favorite stories 

• label their structures with appropriate signs (e.g., HOSPITAL,
STREET, MARKET)

• use books with pictures of structures to re-create those
structures

• write a story/draw a picture about their structures or buildings

Computer Center

Definition
The Computer Center contains one
or more computers to help children
develop confidence in their ability
to use a computer as well as to
develop literacy skills and concepts.
Related software needs to be
developmentally appropriate to the
interests and emerging literacy
levels.

Materials
• computers

• open-ended, developmentally appropriate software programs

• clipboard with sign-in sheet for monitoring use and logging in

• table

• several chairs

Setup and Routines
Consider the following recommendations

• Locate computers in a quiet, low-traffic area.
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• Provide table and chairs for cooperative work and
conversations between children.

• Demonstrate how to open and close programs, save and print
documents, and navigate the screen using a mouse.

• Make signs to show children how to log in.

• Label essential parts of the computer, such as mouse, keyboard,
and monitor.

• Establish routines for use of computer (e.g., number of
children, rules about turning off/on).

• Review software to determine appropriateness for children and
the curriculum.

Suggested Language Learning Activities
Children can

• develop familiarity with the computer

• develop early reading skills by relating word labels to graphics

• use software to play games that develop language concepts

• dictate stories using a word-processing program

• print out own materials, pictures, and so on

• develop eye-hand coordination

• improve visual skills by tracking left-to-right movement on the
screen

• develop fine-motor skills by inserting a disk, clicking a
computer mouse, and using the keyboard

• reinforce alphabet knowledge

Discovery Center

Definition
The Discovery Center contains a
variety of materials usually related
to science and technology. It offers
specific opportunities for children
to explore, observe, classify, and
sort materials in order to infer and
predict. This gives them a greater
understanding of their environment
and technological concepts.

Materials

Nature
• living things—plants and animals

• birds’ nests

• beehives/wasps’ nests
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• pine cones

• aquariums

• ant farms

• terrarium

• collections (rocks, seashells)

Technological Objects
• wind-up toys

• musical instruments

• smoke detectors

• kaleidoscopes

• wheels—different sizes

• pendulums

• timers

Scientific Tools
• magnets

• magnifying glass

• mirrors

• thermometers and other weather-related instruments

• rulers

• binoculars

• stethoscope

• eyedroppers

• prisms

• balance

• compasses

• microscope

Other
• books on related topics

• related objects children bring to school

• signs, labels, charts, posters

• paper and writing tools

Setup and Routines
Consider the following recommendations:

• Provide materials for recording discoveries made by children—
paper, charts, marking tools, modeling material, tape recorder,
and so on.

• Specify which materials may be moved to another center (e.g.,
magnifying glasses can be used by the “detectives” in the
Dramatic Play Center, but plants and animals should stay at the
Discovery Center).
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• Encourage children to bring special objects at this table and
discuss them in small groups to foster oral language skills.

• Establish procedures for placing “objects of interest” from
home for viewing at this center by other children.

• Write the questions children ask or encourage children to
dictate their own questions for further research.

Suggested Language Learning Activities
Children can

• “read” the labels or questions at the Discovery Center

• formulate questions to ask classmates or teachers

• engage in an independent writing activity to label, record, or
reflect on “discoveries”

• engage in a shared writing activity where the teacher records
the information gathered, such as a KWLM chart

KWLM Chart

What We
Know

What We
Want
to Know

What We
Learned

What More
We Want to
Learn

• Birds have
feathers.

• Birds have
wings to
help them
fly.

• Birds make
nests.

• Birds lay
eggs.

• How do
baby birds
learn to fly?

• Why is a
robin’s egg
blue?

Dramatic Play Center

Definition
The Dramatic Play Center often
represents the home environment
and facilitates role-playing related
to children’s background
experiences. This center may be
changed into various dramatic
settings to match the interests of
children, favorite stories, or topics
of study in the curriculum.
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Materials

Home
• stove

• sink

• refrigerator

• pots, pans, dishes, silverware

• small table and chairs

• dress-up clothes, shoes, jewelry

• dolls, stroller, bed, highchair

• full-length mirror

• telephones

• stuffed animals

• ironing board and iron

• dresser

• cleaning equipment

Language
• pads, paper, cards

• pencils, pens, markers

• calendar, self-stick notes

• printed material such as books, catalogs, phone books

• multipurpose props to be used imaginatively

Store/Restaurant/Bakery
• cash register

• calculator

• menus, hats, food items, aprons

• store signs, labels

Puppetry
• puppets, puppet theater

Setup and Routines
Consider the following recommendations:

• Locate this center away from traffic areas and close to the
Block Center. A window area is desirable.

• Clearly define this center with natural dividers.

• Provide ample space for free movement.

• Use pictures and words to label storage areas.

• Use low shelves, boxes, hooks, or clear bins for storage.

• Display and organize the dress-up clothes for easy accessibility.

• Demonstrate where to return materials to their proper
locations.

By providing open-ended or
multipurpose props, young children
are encouraged to use their
imaginations. With realistic props
(e.g. plastic hamburgers) children
often repeat the same stereotypical
activity over and over. This is often
called immature play. With
multipurpose props and teacher
scaffolding, a plastic baseball bat
could be imagined to be a guitar.
This is often called mature play.



Library/Reading Center

Definition
The Library Center is intended to be
a quiet area in which children can
enjoy books and other printed
materials, either individually or in
small groups. This area should be a
comfortable spot with a wide
variety of books easily accessible
and attractively displayed.
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• Allow children to bring in new materials from other centers,
which should be returned when finished.

• Become involved in the role-playing as appropriate.

• Introduce new themes and materials throughout the year for
high-level play.

• Use realistic, multipurpose, and literacy props to enhance
children’s dramatic play.

Suggested Language Learning Activities
Children can

• engage in dramatic-play activities such as role-playing,
retelling favorite stories, and puppetry

• develop listening and speaking skills through interaction with
classmates

• use the language-related materials to engage in “reading” and
writing activities (e.g., write a shopping list, make a sign, read a
bedtime story to a doll)

• be empowered to change the center into various settings to
reflect children’s interests, and be involved in transforming 
the center

Dramatic Play Themes

• supermarket

• post office

• library

• doctor’s office

• restaurant

• flower shop

• pet shop

• campground

• office

• bookstore

“Using items such as notepads and
pencils, memos and magazines in
their dramatic play makes young
children feel like readers and
writers.”
Neuman, Copple, and Bredekamp 32
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Materials

Furniture
• rocking chair (adult- or child-sized)

• rugs, mats, pillows

• shelving

• baskets, bins, boxes

Types of Books
• class-made and teacher-made books

• informational books

• narratives

• alphabet and counting books

• wordless books

• traditional tales

• fantasy

• fables

• nursery rhymes

• poetry

• song books

• predictable books

• books in the child’s first language

• Big Books

• leveled books

• book collections (by author, illustrator, genre, or theme)

Accessories
• stuffed animals

• flannel board and flannel story sets

• puppets

• pointer for reading words on walls

• posters

Other Reading Materials
• Morning Message

• class newsletter

• class calendar

• environmental print

• catalogs

• magazines

Setup and Routines
Consider the following recommendations:

• Display books and materials attractively, with covers showing.

The Preschool Day
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• Make the area inviting and quiet.

• Use bins, boxes, and baskets for small books.

• Carefully review the books, considering the multicultural
makeup of the class. Avoid books that are stereotypical.

• Ensure that the books accommodate a wide range of interests
and abilities.

• Encourage children to use the pointer to read the
environmental print around the room.

• Change books periodically to include old favorites and new books.

• Demonstrate how to handle and take care of books.

• Establish a sign-out routine for the At-Home Reading program.

• Interact with children regularly to facilitate reading interests
and abilities.

• Include book boxes for children to place favorite books to
“read”.

Suggested Language Learning Activities
Children can

• learn book-handling skills and develop awareness of print
concepts

• develop an appreciation and respect for books

• become familiar with different types of books

• develop an awareness of different illustrator styles

• borrow books for classroom and home use

• move books to other centers as appropriate (e.g., move a book
about shells near the shell collection)

• read and respond to books (e.g., draw a picture, act out a book)

• “read” personal reading material such as a T-shirt, snack
package labels, or lunch box logos, which can be displayed in
the Reading Center

Listening/Music Center

Definition
The Listening Center provides
children with the opportunity to
listen to music or stories from a CD
or tape with accompanying text.
The center may also include
children’s own recordings of
favorite or class-made books.

Materials

Equipment
• tape recorder, CD player
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• headphones

• tapes or CDs that provide a variety of music—classical, jazz,
environmental sounds

• tapes or CDs that provide a variety of stories from children’s
books, produced commercially and read/narrated by familiar
artists

Setup and Routines
Consider the following recommendations:

• Demonstrate how to use the equipment in the center.

• Provide a variety of book and tape/CD sets.

• Have parents, school staff members, or older children record
some favorite storybooks.

• Provide tapes labeled with the child’s name for recording
individual retellings of a favorite story.

• Provide different kinds of music for children to listen and
respond to (e.g., move, dance, keep rhythm).

• Talk about terms related to music (e.g., rhythm, tone, beat).

• Use terms to describe children’s movement relative to the
music (e.g., bouncing, gliding).

• Print the lyrics on chart paper for shared reading experiences.

• Include songs in the program that develop phonemic
awareness using rhyming words or alliteration (e.g.,
“Willoughby Wallaby Woo,” “Oo-pples and Boo-noo-noos”).

Suggested Language Learning Activities
Children can

• associate oral language with written language

• listen to books emphasizing alphabet skills (e.g., Chicka Chicka
Boom Boom)

• “read” books that are songs in book format (e.g., “Wheels on
the Bus,” “Down by the Bay”)

• tape themselves retelling a favorite story or song

• experiment with creating their own instruments to use when
children tape the retelling of a story

Favorite Books and Songs 
for Listening Center

• Wheels on the Bus

• Down by the Bay

• Jamberry

• Chicka Chicka Boom Boom
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Math Center

Definition
The Math Center contains a wide
range of manipulatives that can be
used to develop mathematical
concepts and language as well as a
wide range of literacy skills.

Materials

Mathematics Materials
• large and small pegboards, pegs

• ManipuLite® Color Cubes, PopCubes, SnapCubes

• pattern blocks, parquetry blocks, small blocks, attribute blocks

• patterns to re-create, copy, or trace

• sorting materials—buttons, cars, animals, seeds, beans, and 
so on

• 3-D solids—foam, plastic, wood

• abacus

• boxes—different sizes, shapes

• balls—variety of sizes

• cone shapes

• cylinders, straws, small boxes, tissue rolls

• calculator

• scale

• tape measure

• sorting trays

• math board games

Language Materials
• pencils, markers

• paper—different varieties

• catalogs, magazines

• math-related literature (concept books, stories with embedded
math themes)

Table Toys
• large- to medium-sized beads, laces for stringing

• puzzles—different sizes and difficulty levels

• games, dominoes, matching sets, memory

Setup and Routines
Consider the following recommendations:

• Use sturdy containers that are clearly marked for small blocks,
pattern blocks, and so on.



260 The Preschool Day

• Introduce the materials to children so that they are aware of

– the correct terminology

– how to use the materials to their best advantage

– how to access them

– where to put them when finished

Suggested Language Learning Activities
Children can

• make patterns using a variety of materials and then label the
patterns

• sort objects according to size, shape, and color

• count objects, use one-to-one correspondence, and dictate
number stories

• work together to gather information for graphing activities

• dramatize number stories, chants, or rhymes

Snack Center

Definition
The Snack Center is a designated
area where a small group of
children sit independently to eat a
snack brought from home or made
at school. Children should be
encouraged to refer to class-made
signs that remind them what the
snack of the day is or how to assemble the snack of the day.

Materials
• round/rectangular

table

• 6–8 chairs

• washable place mats

• paper towels

• cooking utensils as necessary

Setup and Routines
Consider the following recommendations:

• Consider establishing a self-initiated snack routine during
activity time.

• Inform parents of the snack routine and encourage children to
bring nutritious snacks from home.

• Interact with children during snack time and ask questions
related to number concepts, food textures, and tastes.



• Be aware of food allergies and establish procedures to ensure
the safety of all children.

• Prepare some simple snacks with children on designated
“cooking days.”

• Use the Snack Center for reading activities such as “reading”
recipes and following directions to make individual snacks (e.g.,
mini pizzas = English muffin + tomato sauce + cheese).

• Use the Snack Center to develop conversation skills among
children by modeling and interacting with them.

Suggested Language Learning Activities
Children can

• show an awareness of and appreciation for a variety of foods

• talk about changes that happen in different types of food
when baking, freezing, popping corn, and so on

• gain familiarity of nutrition information or ingredients named
on labels

• use language and vocabulary pertaining to food items in
conversations (e.g., favorite foods, sorting foods by color or
texture)

• follow directions to make simple recipes

• sort food according to first letter of the name of the food 
(e.g., a = apple, b = banana, c = carrot)

• play language games such as riddles: “I have a snack that is
orange and sweet. What is it?” [orange] 

Water/Sand Center

Definition
The Water/Sand Center is a
permanent station in the classroom
where children can explore and
experiment with a variety of
materials. The container should be
large enough for a small group of
children to work around it
comfortably at one time. Both sand
and water offer mediums for learning many skills and concepts.
Consider alternative mediums for play at this center, such as
corks, pebbles, and packing materials. Interactions at this center
promote conversations as well as vocabulary development.

Materials

Basic Water Materials
• plastic containers of varying heights, shapes, and colors

Allergy caution:
Be aware of children who may
be allergic to certain foods or
ingredients and establish
procedures to ensure the safety
of all children.
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• different sizes of scoops, sponges, spoons, shovels, and jugs

• different lengths and widths of hoses

• sieves with holes of various sizes (e.g., colander, strainer, sand
sieve, tea strainer)

• eyedroppers, basters

• plastic aprons

• water mill

Water Accessories
• sponge alphabet letters

• hand egg beaters

• various sizes of plastic and self-locking bags

• pails of various sizes

• various sizes and shapes of ice cube trays

• magnifying glasses

• bubble equipment

• toy people, fish, boats, plastic/foam letters

Basic Sand Materials
• wet and dry sand

• pails, shovels, spoons

• funnels

• strainers, sieves, shakers

• plastic containers (variety of sizes) and letters

• cars, trucks, toys with wheels

• plastic people, animals, dinosaurs, and “bones” for
paleontologists

• broom and dustpan, brush

Sand Accessories
• molds, muffin tins

• small garden tools (e.g., rakes, hoes)

• alphabet letter molds

• cookie cutters

• jar lids

• plastic farm and wild animals

• dinosaurs

• plastic fences

• trowels

• balance scales

• rolling pins

• shells, stones, pine cones

• twigs, toy trees
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Setup and Routines
Consider the following recommendations:

• Ensure that the table is at an appropriate height for children to
observe closely at eye level and reach into with ease.

• Locate the Water/Sand Center away from heavy traffic areas
and away from electrical outlets.

• Allow sufficient space for movement around the outside of the
center.

• Provide mops, pail, sponges, rags, dishpans, and brushes to
clean up spills with ease.

• Use drawers, bins, or plastic tubs to store similar equipment
together. Label the containers to help children know where to
find and put things away.

• Place equipment under the sand/water table, along a nearby
wall, or on shelves adjacent to the work area.

• Provide plastic aprons or protective clothing when children use
the water. Keep these on hooks near the center for easy access
and quick drying.

• Ensure that the water is changed regularly. Replace the sand
with clean sand when necessary.

• Introduce each piece of material or equipment gradually so
that children know how to handle and use each item.

• Pose challenges to children and work together to chart
observations, such as

– Objects that float

– Add ice cubes to the water; what happens?

– How many scoops will fill up the tall cup?

• Provide a variety of activity ideas throughout the year to keep
children engaged in the center.

Suggested Language Learning Activities
Children can

• use language to discuss their observations

• develop vocabulary related to sand and water activities (e.g.,
sift, trace, pour, splash)

• develop games with plastic alphabet letters, such as “Fish for
Letters,” or dig for objects that begin with specific letters of
the alphabet

• dictate or write about their experiences at the center

• make treasure maps to find hidden treasures in the sand

• write lists of things needed for the center

• make predictions of volume of water and sand containers, and
draw and label their findings (e.g., one pail = three scoops of
water)
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Writing Center

Definition
The Writing Center is an important
activity center in the preschool
classroom. Here, children are
encouraged to explore and use a
variety of materials to develop their
emerging writing skills. The Writing
Center should be an attractive,
welcoming place that offers writing
experiences for independent or cooperative activities. Materials
from the Writing Center can be moved to other areas of the
classroom to make labels, signs, and so on. Each child’s writing
journal should be stored in the Writing Center.

Materials

Paper Products
• paper—newsprint, wallpaper, construction paper, blank journals,

handmade books, paper of different shapes and sizes

• cardboard—cut in a variety of shapes and sizes

• ready-made blank books of interest—of various sizes and
thicknesses

• stationery (used cards can be cut for this purpose)

• stickers

• labels, signs

• envelopes

• picture and word dictionaries

Writing Utensils
• pens, pencils, erasers

• markers—thick, thin, scented

• crayons, pencil crayons

• chalk

Tools
• tape

• paper clips

• stapler

• book rings

• scissors

• one-hole punch

• clipboards

• shape and letter templates

• shape, letter, and date stamps
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Setup and Routines
Consider the following recommendations:

• Locate the Writing Center in a quiet, low-traffic area of the
classroom.

• Place the Writing Center close to the Library Center, Listening
Center, and Art Center, for natural extensions to occur.

• Organize and store materials in easy-to-use, labeled containers.

• Display print and pictures at children’s level.

• Work with children to label the classroom environment,
starting gradually and building as print awareness increases
(e.g., make signs for centers and storage bins).

• Allow integration of writing materials into as many other
classroom activities as possible (e.g., menus in Dramatic Play
Center, sign-making at Block Center).

• Use the Writing Center for scribing dictations and interactive
writing experiences with small groups of children.

• Display favorite books for children to use as springboards for
their own writing—include different book formats and
illustrative styles.

Suggested Language Learning Activities
Children can

• use the materials at the Writing Center to draw pictures and
“write” in individual writing journals

• take materials from the Writing Center to make literacy props
for the Dramatic Play center, such as signs, price tags, menus,
shopping lists, and tickets

• take materials to the Block Center to make traffic or road
signs, maps, labels, “reserved/saved” signs, and drivers’ licenses

• take materials to the Water/Sand Center to make signs and
record observations 

• take strips of paper to the Art Center to “write” or dictate
labels to describe a painting or sculpture

• use materials to write
notes to each other or to
school staff

• use the clipboard to sign
up for specific centers or
to be placed on a waiting
list 

• make individual books to
reflect personal interests
or information gathered
from the ongoing project



Keeping Track of Activities at the
Centers
It is essential to monitor center activities in order to advance
language and literacy skills. The goal is for all children to use oral
language, reading, and writing on a daily basis. In order to do this,
the teacher needs to do the following:

• Take time to observe how children work at the centers

• Interact with children as they engage in their center activities

• Provide a system for collecting work produced at the centers,
such as

– a folder for each child

– a bin for finished and unfinished work

– a table for creations to be saved until the next day

• Establish a system for recording which centers have been used by
children; for example:

– Each child has a sheet with icons of each center and, on a
daily basis, puts an ”X” beside the centers that he or she used. 

(See Blackline Master 14: Center Activity Time: Center Schedule,
on page 283.)

• It is also important to monitor how children interact in the
group. 

(See Blackline Master 15: Assessment: Group-Work Assessment,
on page 284.)

Making Learning Centers Work
Center activities need to be purposeful and appropriate for young
language learners. It is important that children understand the task
at hand as well as their responsibilities at a particular center. In
order to make this happen, the teacher needs to do the following:

• Introduce the centers gradually.

• Demonstrate how to use materials at the centers in various ways.

• Work with children to write and review the rules for each center.

• Discuss effective strategies for independent work and group
work.

• Demonstrate the way to move from one center to another.

• Introduce and review the activity board daily.

• Model and discuss new materials and activities daily.

• Model and practice problem-solving strategies.

• Discuss and role-play appropriate center behavior.

• Provide ample opportunities for children to share and save
products.
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BLM 14: CENTER ACTIVITY TIME

Center Schedule

Child’s Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: _________________________

Centers M T W Th F

Alphabet Center

Art/Painting Center

Block Center

Computer Center

Discovery Center

Dramatic Play Center

Library/Reading Center

Listening/Music Center

Math Center

Snack Center

Water/Sand Center

Writing Center

Remember:
I do it ➔ We do it ➔ You do it
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Closing Thoughts
Effective preschool environments promote exploration, discovery,
play, and socialization. However, preschool classrooms need to
include intentional literacy learning activities throughout the day.
Research indicates that it is crucial for teachers to provide the
necessary scaffolding to support children in the areas of oral
language, phonological awareness, print awareness, and alphabet
knowledge. This scaffolding should ensure that all children see
themselves as successful and motivated literacy learners. To reach
the intended literacy goals, children rely on parents and teachers
working together to provide effective literacy programs. Teachers
must plan and continually assess and modify the setting, materials,
and how the instruction is scaffolded to address the needs of all
children. “Effective schools” research indicates that the parent-
school link in the area of literacy learning is a key determinant of
child success. Ongoing communication between home and school is
important. Parents frequently ask, “How might I best help my child
learn to read and write?” The next chapter answers this question by
providing many practical ideas that will enable parents to support
literacy learning at home.





Chapter 5
blackline masters

BLM 1: Self-Assessment: I Can Read
BLM 2: Self-Assessment: I Can Write
BLM 3: Self-Assessment: Listening to a Story
BLM 4: Self-Assessment: I Like …
BLM 5: Self-Assessment: My Book Log
BLM 6: Anecdotal Records: Observations Recording Sheet
BLM 7: Self-Assessment: Portfolios—Letter to Parents
BLM 8: Self-Assessment: Portfolios—Parent Response
BLM 9: Self-Assessment: Portfolios—Table of Contents
BLM 10: Assessment: Story Retelling
BLM 11: Assessment: Writing Assessment Rubric
BLM 12: Assessment: Parent Questionnaire
BLM 13: Assessment: Parent Checklist
BLM 14: Center Activity Time: Center Schedule
BLM 15: Assessment: Group-Work Assessment
BLM 16: Center Icons


